House Bill 180
January 29, 2013
Presented by Mike Volesky
House Fish, Wildlife, and Parks Committee

Mr. Chairman and members of the committee, I am Mike Volesky, Deputy Director at Montana
Fish, Wildlife & Parks.

The Department rises in reluctant opposition to HB 180. We understand the sentiment behind
the bill, but it would remove the requirement for a nonresident to have previously held a
Montana resident hunting or fishing license, or to have passed a hunter safety course in Montana.
This simple change in eligibility would allow a nonresident born in Montana to qualify for a
steep license discount even if they had never hunted in Montana to begin with. It would expand
the number of licenses issued to nonresident relatives of Montana residents, and under the
current situation where not all nonresident licenses are currently sold, result in an additional loss
of revenue.

The total number of “Nonresident Native” licenses issued for 2012 were 1,171 deer licenses at
$64, instead of $250, 1,001 elk licenses at $80 instead of $789, and 416 upland game bird
licenses at $30 instead of $110. No season fishing licenses are issued, since the cost at 4 times
the resident fee would be $72 and a nonresident season fishing license is currently $60. So the
net effect is that these discounts to nonresident natives amounted to over $960,000 in 2012.

HB 180 is one of many bills that proposes to alter hunting and fishing license structure and costs,
and each bill is being addressed independently. Over the years, in this piecemeal fashion, we
have accumulated about 30 different classifications and discounts, from youth hunters, to aged
hunters, to college students, to veterans, and to nonresident relatives. And they all have their
place. But rather than simply adding to the list, with discounts that are all over the map, we
believe it is necessary to make a more effective and equitable system. For example, over the
interim, we hope it is possible to work with hunters and anglers on the list of classifications, and
then decide on a half-price discount, or some set of appropriate discounts. But as it stands right
now, we have confusing discounts that are inconsistent, difficult to administer, and cost the state
millions in license revenue. We find it troubling to simply continue to add to that jumble.

Attached to my testimony is a spreadsheet listing the discounted or free licenses issued, and
showing the resulting loss of revenue. Lines 17, 18, and 19 are the classifications affected by
this bill.

Thank you.
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